
WORLD WAR ONE

• War was declared in August 1914 and the 
soldiers were sure it would be a short, sharp 
fight.

• 'It will be over by Christmas,' the soldiers told 
each other.

• They didn’t know there would be four killing 
Christmases before the fighting was finished. 
Four years of mud and blood and bullets and 
bitter, blinding gas.

• A war weary world made a sort of peace in 
November 1918 and poppies and grass grew 
over the graves.



WORLD WAR ONE

• Today we are going to look at: 

• What it was like to be a soldier in 
World War One



WORLD WAR ONE

• The War was fought in many places, 
but the two main theatres were the 
Western Front and the Eastern 
Front in Russia.

• We are going to concentrate on the 
Western Front and the Trenches



THE WESTERN 
FRONT

T



WORLD WAR ONE

• Before we start with the detail, did you 
know animals were used to help win the 
war?

• What is this animal?

• How could it have been used?

• Answers in the Notes Page
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WORLD WAR ONE

• War Horse is a great film about the story 
of a horse during WW1

• Over 1 million horses were used in the 
First World War.

• Unfortunately 400,000 horses were killed 
in battle

• What percentage of horses were killed 
in battle?
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WORLD WAR ONE

• Look at this Messenger Dog leaping over 
the trenches during a battle.

• Where do you think they kept the 
important message?

• 20,000 of man's best friend were used in 
the Trenches by the Allies during the First 
World War

• 30,000 dogs were used by the Central 
Powers

• How many dogs in total?



WHY TRENCHES?

• During trench warfare, opposing armies conduct 
battle, at a relatively close range, from a series of 
ditches dug into the ground.

• Trench warfare becomes necessary when two 
armies face a stalemate, with neither side able to 
advance and overtake the other.

• Trench warfare was used on an unprecedented 
scale on the Western Front during World War 1.



WHY TRENCHES?

In the early weeks of the First 
World War (late in the summer of 
1914), both German and French 
commanders anticipated a war that 
would involve a large amount of 
troop movement, as each side 
sought to gain or defend territory. 
The Germans initially swept 
through parts of Belgium and 
northeastern France, gaining 
territory along the way.



WHY TRENCHES?

During the First Battle of the Marne in September 
1914, the Germans were pushed back by Allied 
forces. They subsequently "dug in" to avoid losing 
any more ground. Unable to break through this line 
of defense, the Allies also began to dig protective 
trenches.



WHY TRENCHES?

By October 1914, neither 
army could advance its 
position, mainly because war 
was being waged in a very 
different way than it had been 
during the 19th century. This 
inability to move forward 
created the stalemate.



WHY TRENCHES

What began as a temporary strategy 
evolved into one of the main 
features of the war at the Western 
Front for the next four years.



LIFE IN THE 
TRENCHES

• Many soldiers fighting in the 
War suffered from trench 
foot. This was an infection of 
the feet caused by cold, wet 
and insanitary conditions.

• In the trenches men stood 
for hours on end in 
waterlogged trenches without 
being able to remove wet 
socks or boots. The feet 
would gradually go numb and 
the skin would turn red or 
blue.



LIFE IN THE 
TRENCHES

• The average British soldier 
had 20 lice crawling over his 
body at one 
time...........................the 
record 10,428

• Men would burn the lices
off their uniform with 
candles



LIFE IN THE 
TRENCHES

• Trenches overrun with rats 
with them as they ate on the 
human food scraps and the 
human corpses!

• Dogs became invaluable in 
keeping the rodents at bay.

• Here is a happy Terrier after a 
good day's work.

• Remember a dog is a man's 
best friend



NO MANS 
LAND

• As The Allies and the Central 
Powers dug in along the 
Western Front fighting the gaps 
between their trenches 
became known as 'No Mans 
Land.'

• The trenches were so close 
'No Mans Land' ranged from 
just 50 to 250 yards apart.

• 'No Mans Land' was hellish a 
combination of Mud, water, 
blown up trees and dead and 
dying men and animals



GOING OVER THE TOP

To gain land to win the War both sides 
had to leave their trenches and charge 
into 'No Mans Land' to take the enemies 
trenches. This was known as 'Going over 
the Top'.



FINAL LETTERS

• Many of the troops knew they were going to 
die before 'Going over the Top' so wrote letters 
to their loved ones and pinned them to the 
sandbags in their trenches.



FINAL LETTERS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Her8FHd
5Wtk

Click on the link and listen to the final letter of 
the soldier.....try not to cry!!!!!!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Her8FHd5Wtk


GOING OVER THE TOP

• It was virtually suicide as the men were forced to run at an 
enemy they could not see with just their gun.

• The enemy had machine guns

• No Mans Land was full of mines and barbed wire



BLACKADDER

• Watch this famous clip from the TV Show 
Blackadder as the troops are forced to go 'Over 
the Top' by Generals sat miles behind the front 
lines

• The show was never intended to finish like this as 
it was a comedy, but the writers thought it 
provided a truer reflection of the horrors

• The link is in the Notes page



TASK

Now you know what World War One 
was like pretend you are a British 
'Tommy' Soldier and write a letter 
home to your family. Describe:

• The conditions in your trench

• What the battles are like



NEXT LESSON

We are going to look at some of the 
Key Events of the War


