
United States of 
America

• Today we are going to do the first of three 

lessons on the History of America.

• We are going to start with…….well how did 

it all start!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Fascinating Facts

• However let’s learn some fascinating facts 

about the USA first………………..

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


The Turkey

The symbol of America is the 

Golden Eagle, however the 

original choice was a Turkey!



Stars and Stripes

The current US flag features 50 stars and was 
designed by Robert G. Heft. Heft initially 
created the American flag in 1958 as the 
school project during his junior year in high 
school. Heft scored a B- in his project but was 
promised by Stanley Pratt, his teacher, that his 
grade would be reconsidered if the United 
States Congress was to accept the design for 
the flag. Heft's design was not only chosen but 
also adopted by the 1959 presidential 
proclamation.

In the end Heft got an A!!!!!!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Mind your language

There is no official language 

of America!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Fascinating 
Facts

Perhaps the most famous American President of 
all time Abraham Lincoln, who won the Civil War 
and saved the United States was 
also…….a champion wrestler, taking part in about 
300 matches and earning a reputation as a tough 
fighter (also, being 6 feet, 4 inches tall didn't hurt)



The man who 
could not 
escape the 
Civil War

Watch the short clip about 

John McLean who could not 

escape the Civil War

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=john+mclean+civil+war&&view=detail&mid=D25D4DBB2E5E026E13BAD25D4DBB2E5E026E13BA&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Djohn%2520mclean%2520civil%2520war%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3Djohn%2520mclean%2520civil%2520war%26sc%3D0-21%26sk%3D%26cvid%3D46FDEF0F40034FB1A4EAB3053C32D849


Being 
President is 
not good for 
your health

Out of the 45 men who have held the title of 
American President. Four have been 
assassinated in office (Abraham Lincoln, John F. 
Kennedy, James A. Garfield, and William 
McKinley) and four died of natural causes 
(William Henry Harrison, Zachary Taylor, Warren 
Harding, and Franklin Delano Roosevelt).



Poisoning

During the 1920s alcohol was banned 
in America. To stop people buying and 
selling drink the American government 
ordered the poisoning of alcoholic 
drinks. It is estimated that 10,000 
people died as a result!!!!



So lets 
begin…………

Most people think Italian Christopher 
Columbus discovered the Americas, 
but historians disagree.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://foottalk.blogspot.com/2017/11/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


United States 
of America

Viking Leif Eriksson discovered 

what he called Vinland about 500 

years before Columbus.



United States 
of America

In fact Columbus thought he had 
landed in Asia, so he called the 
inhabitants Indios, Spanish for 
Indians.



United States 
of America
Here is another thing….Columbus had 
not actually made the mainland but 
the islands known as The Bahamas.

CAN YOU FIND SAN SALVADOR? 
THIS IS THE ISLAND WE THINK 
COLUMBUS FIRST DOCKED IN

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capture_of_the_Bahamas_(1782)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


United States of 
America

The 17th and 18th Centuries saw the big 

European nations fight over the territories 

which became known as the New World.

The next few slides have the flags of these 

Nations, can you guess them



The Battle for 
the New 
World 

Which country is this?



The Battle for 
the New 
World 

Which country is this?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_Portugal
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


The Battle for 
the New 
World 

Which country is this?



The Battle for 
the New 
World 

Which country is this?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_the_Netherlands
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


The Battle for 
the New 
World 

Which country is this?



The Battle for the New 
World 

• Britain started to set up Colonies in what 

is now the USA in the 17th Century.

• The Colonies were set up so Britain could 

make money from the products such as 

tobacco, cotton and sugar which could be 

grown in the New World.

• Many Colonists escaped for religious 

reasons and became known as the Pilgrims. 

• Click here to listen to a Horrible 

Histories rap about the New World

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=horrible+histories+new+world+song&&view=detail&mid=B7E6EFC882445ACC51F5B7E6EFC882445ACC51F5&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dhorrible%2Bhistories%2Bnew%2Bworld%2Bsong%26FORM%3DHDRSC3


The Colonies

• The first of these Colonies was 

Jamestown in Virginia.

• VIRGINIA WAS NAMED AFTER THE 

VIRGIN QUEEN OF ENGLAND. DO YOU 

KNOW WHO THAT WAS?



Jamestown

• Conditions in Jamestown were so 

tough most of the original settlers died. 

Those who didn’t resorted to desperate 

measures to eat. Do you think A ,B or C 

is TRUE?

The settlers:

• A Ate snakes 

• B Boiled old shoes to eat the leather

• C Ate each other. (They became 

Cannibals)



Jamestown

Do you think A ,B or C is TRUE?

They are all TRUE



Jamestown

Please click here if you want to watch a 

short video on Jamestown

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=jamestown&&view=detail&mid=E98789E029B37B72D629E98789E029B37B72D629&&FO


Thirteen Colonies So this is what USA looks 

like now…..however



Thirteen 
Colonies

….by the start of the 1770s America as 
we know it was made up of 13 Colonies 
and ruled by the British. All the colonies 
were in the East by the Atlantic Ocean. 



American 
Indians

Thus huge parts of America were 
‘Unoccupied Territories’ or owned by 
the French and Spanish.

However across the continent millions of 
American Indians were watching their 
land being taken by the Europeans.



American 
Indians

The Map shows all the different 

tribes…..but more of this next 

lesson



War of 
Independence

Trouble started however as the Colonists 
(Americans)  began to resent being ruled 
and taxed by the British who were 3,500 
miles away across the Atlantic Ocean



Cup of Tea 
Anyone???
Disgusted by the amount of Tax they had 
to pay, especially on products like tea, 
the Colonists threw what would be now 
worth 1 Million Dollars of Tea into Boston 
Harbour.

The event became known as the ‘Boston 
Tea Party’.



Boston Tea 
Party
The event was the first major act of
defiance to British rule over the colonists.
It showed Great Britain that Americans
wouldn’t take taxation and tyranny sitting
down, and rallied American patriots
across the 13 colonies to fight for
independence



Declaration of 
Independence

On 4th July 1776 the Americans signed 
the Declaration of Independence.

Click here to listen to a song about the 
Declaration of Independence

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=declaration+of+independence+song&&view=detail&mid=E674D3C85EA42B3BFCD5E674D3C85EA42B3BFCD5&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Ddeclaration%2520of%2520independence%2520song%26qs%3DMM%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D2%26pq%3Ddeclaration%26sk%3DLS1%26sc%3D8-11%26cvid%3D403EE02B47D04AA38CE0C580487D1002


The main 
points
"We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.”

That whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is 
the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its foundation on 
such principles and organizing its 
powers in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their Safety 
and Happiness

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-evident
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_men_are_created_equal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creator_deity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inalienable_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life,_liberty_and_the_pursuit_of_happiness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_revolution


War of 
Independence

So the American Colonists and the British 
went to war from 1775-1781.



War of 
Independence

The Americans were led by George 
Washington and won the war.

In 1783 the Treaty of Paris was signed 
granting the United States Independence 
from Britain.



The First 
President

Click here to watch the Horrible 
Histories version of how George 
Washington won the War and became 
the First President of America

Watch until 5.01

Click%20here%20to%20watch%20the%20Horrible%20Histories%20version%20of%20how%20George%20Washington%20won%20the%20War%20and%20became%20the%20First%20President%20of%20America


Storms 
Ahead
However the new nation of the United 
States of America had a lot of issues 
waiting:

• What to do with all the land that was 
owned by the French and Spanish in 
America?

• What to do with all the American 
Indians?

• What to do with all the Slaves?



Storms Ahead

Slavery had been allowed in the 
Colonies. 

In the Southern States Slavery was 
essential to produce Cotton

However, the Declaration of 
Independence stated; ‘all men are 
created equal’.

How could this be the case when 4 
million people in the USA were the 
property of others.

NEXT LESSON WE WILL LOOK 
AT THE LIVES OF THE INDIANS 
AND BLACK PEOPLE IN THE USA



Biography

Next lesson you will be asked to find 
out facts about famous Black 
Americans; including 

Harriet Tubman

Martin Luther King

Barrack Obama


