
United States of 
America

Today we are going to look at the lives of the 

American Indians in the history of the United 

States of America.

To help us we are going to concentrate on one 

tribe in particular known as the Sioux 

(pronounced Sue)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Map of the United States 
2020

So this is what USA looks 

like now…..however



Thirteen 
Colonies
….by the start of the 1770s America as 
we know it was made up of 13 Colonies 
and ruled by the British. All the colonies 
were in the East by the Atlantic Ocean. 



American 
Indians

Across the whole of what is now known 
as the United States the indigenous 
American Indians had been living in 
their tribes for thousands upon 
thousands of years.

They crossed over through a land 

bridge that existed between Asia and 

America more than 12,000 years ago 

during the ice age.

This land bridge was called Beringia



American 
Indians

In 1492 there was am estimated 100 
million American Indians……however, 
by 1895 there were around 250,000!

WE ARE GOING TO LOOK AT WHAT 
HAPPENDED!



American 
Indians

The Map shows all the different 

tribes in America.



American 
Indians

CAN YOU FIND THE SIOUX 

TRIBE ON THE MAP? IN 

WHICH AREA DID THEY LIVE?



The Sioux (Sue)
Sioux people were farmers, hunters, and 
gatherers. They farmed corn and 
gathered fruit and berries. 

Once the Sioux had access to horses in 
the 16th Century; their diet was 
predominantly buffalo meat since they 
were then able to keep up with the 
buffalos migration patterns. 



The Sioux 

• The Sioux believed in Spirits

• Spirits to control animals such as their scared Buffalo

• Spirits to control plants.

• Then there was the Great Spirit which controlled 

everything.



The Sioux
The Sioux Indians have the distinction of 
having one of the most well-known Indian 
chiefs in history.

Sioux Chief Sitting Bull was a holy man and a 
great leader. He was recognized early in his 
life for his bravery after going to war at the 
young age of 14. 

He eventually went on to lead his people to 
defeat Custer in the Battle of Little Big Horn in 
1876. This was also known as ‘Custer's Last 
Stand’ and we will look at this shortly

BUT WHY DID CHIEF SITTING BULL AND THE 
OTHER INDIAN TRIBES HAVE TO FIGHT THE NEW 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT?



Chief Sitting Bull

Click here to watch a 5 minute clip on the 
life of Sitting Bull

It will help you understand what happens 
as we will recap on the events

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=chief+sitting+bull+IN+THE+WEST+DOCUMENTARY&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dchief%2bsitting%2bbull%2bIN%2bTHE%2bWEST%2bDOCUMENTARY%26docid%3d60799675122706095&view=detail&mid=1B94D2BC3635A2FB53EA1B94D2BC3635A2FB53EA&&FORM=VDRVRV


Why fight?
Films and TV shows used to portray the 
Indians as the bad guys and the 
Americans as the good guys, but this is 
not the truth!!!!



Why fight?
As America expanded Westwards more 
and more white ‘settlers’ began to live 
on Indians Land.

The settlers’ built homes and grew crops 
on the Indians land and hunted the 
animals such as Buffalo which the 
Indians needed to survive.

IMAGINE SOMEONE TAKING OVER 
YOUR VILLAGE, TOWN OR CITY 
WITHOUT ASKING YOU. HOW 
WOULD YOU FEEL?



Indian Removal
In 1830 American President Andrew 
Jackson introduced the Indian Removal 
Act.

Jackson is best known for his actions 
against the Indians, strangely he 
adopted a Native American boy known 
as Theodore.



Indian Removal

The Map shows that Indian Tribes living in the 

East were forced to leave their lands and 

travel across to the ‘Reservations’ highlighted 

in Orange/ Pink.

So many Indians died it was known as ‘The 

Trail of Tears’



Reservations

• Daily living on the reservations was 
hard at best. Not only had tribes lost 
their native lands, but it was almost 
impossible to maintain their culture and 
traditions inside a confined area.

• Feuding tribes were often thrown 
together and Indians who were once 
hunters struggled to become farmers. 

• Starvation was common and living in 
close quarters hastened the spread of 
diseases brought by white settlers.

• Indians were encouraged or forced 
to wear non-Indian clothes and learn to 
read and write English.



End of the 
Sioux
LET’S RETURN TO THE STORY OF CHIEF 
SITTING BULL

In 1868 the Sioux had accepted peace with the 
U.S. government  who had guaranteed them a 
reservation in what is now South Dakota.

But when gold was discovered in the Black 
Hills in the mid-1870s, a rush of white settlers 
invaded lands guaranteed to the Indians by the 
U.S. Government.



End of the Sioux

Late in 1875 those Sioux who had been 
resisting the American settlers were 
ordered to return to their reservations by 
January 31, 1876 or be considered 
hostile to the United States. 

Even had Sitting Bull been willing to 
comply, he could not possibly have 
moved his village 240 miles (390 km) in 
the bitter cold by the specified time.



Indian Wars

Famous Indian fighter General Custer 
was sent in to defeat the Sioux.

Custer was one of the most famous 
people in America at the time.



Indian Wars
Custer thought his 265 soldiers could 
crush the Sioux but he miscalculated!

Thinking he was attacking Sitting Bulls 
village which contained some men 
women and children he was actually 
facing 2,500 Sioux Warriors.

Click here  to watch a video on 
Custer's Last Stand

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=battle+of+little+bighorn+photos&&view=detail&mid=790BC215CE47CBCCD32C790BC215CE47CBCCD32C&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dbattle%2Bof%2Blittle%2Bbighorn%2Bphotos%26FORM%3DHDRSC3


Indian Wars
The Sioux left just one survivor from the Battle 
of Little Big Horn, an injured horse called 
Comanche.

Comanche continued to be part of the US 
Army and would appear at parades but never 
with a rider as a symbol of the defeat!

Here is a picture of Comanche!!!!!!



End of the Sioux

• Despite winning the Battle of Little Big Horn the Sioux lost the War 
as the US Government  increased their efforts to remove them

• Sitting Bull surrendered and for a while joined Buffalo Bills Wild 
West Show

• Unfortunately during the shows Sitting Bull was jeered at by the 
crowds



End of the Sioux

By 1890 Sitting Bull and a few of his followers were 
living on Standing Rock Reservation. 

Sitting Bull started to see visions known as the Ghost 
Dance.

During the Ghost Dance the Sioux believed that dead 
tribe members would return to life along with killed 
buffalo while all white people would disappear. 

On December 15, 1890, Indian police woke the 
sleeping Sitting Bull in his bed at 6 a.m. When he 
refused to go quietly, a crowd gathered. A young man 
shot a member of the Indian police, who retaliated by 
shooting Sitting Bull in the head and chest. Sitting Bull 
instantly from the gunshot wounds. 

Two weeks after his death, the army massacred 150 
Sioux men, women and children at Wounded Knee, the 
final fight between federal troops and the Sioux.

https://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/wounded-knee


End of the 
Sioux

Two weeks after Sitting Bull’s death, the 
army massacred 150 Sioux men, women 
and children at Wounded Knee. The 
Sioux had lost their fight!



How do we 
feel?

DO YOU FEEL SAD FOR THE 

INDIANS AND SITTING BULL?



Remember 
this picture


